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2-2. GSC English I —AY2019 FD Report

Faculty of Humanities
Assistant Professor Marie Nitta

AY2019 is the third year of the Global Studies Course (GSC) at Musashi
University. The fundamental structure of the GSC English I course this year was the
same as the past two years, but I made some modifications to meet the personalities,
abilities, and needs of the students. In this report, first I give an overview of the course
structure and contents. Next, I describe my teaching experience during the course.
Finally, I outline points I noticed the students struggled with and suggest possible
improvements for future reference. While maintaining student motivation is one of the
biggest challenges in this course, I think that providing GSC-related course materials,
joint class sessions, and multiple assessments could contribute to the academic success
of first-year GSC students.

GSC English I Experience in AY2019

With the goal of preparing first-year GSC students to use English in academic
settings, this course offered opportunities to learn the four foundational English skills-
--listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The freshman cohort of the GSC in AY2019
was thirty students; they were divided into two groups (Group A and B) and taught by
me and Professor Nakamura, respectively. In the first quarter and the second semester
(the first-year students participated in the study abroad program during the second
quarter), each class of fifteen students met four times a week with the same instructor.
In the second semester, the two classes had opportunities to work together on activities
to practice speaking such as skits, debates, and group presentations based on their
research papers. Similar to last year, we themed the activities of these joint sessions
around global social issues, including economic and education disparities, affirmative
action, free speech, and food and environmental issues.

The selection of the course materials for my class was made based on the global
social topics used for the joint sessions in the second semester. This helped students to
learn about particular topics deeply, and some even utilized the materials for their
research papers. For my class, I used Laurie Blass and Jessica Willams’s 21st Century
Reading: Creative Thinking and Reading with TED Talks 4 and Keith S. Folse
and Tison Pugh’s Great Writing 5: From Great Essays to Research, both published by
Cengage Learning. Besides the two main textbooks, various kinds of reading and
listening materials including pieces of literature, newspaper articles, academic articles,
radio programs, and documentary films were provided.

Great Writing 5 has been used in GSC English I since AY2018 for teaching
writing academic essays and research papers. This textbook covers the basic structure
of the English writing, the four different types of essays (process, comparison, cause-
effect, and argument essays), and how to write research papers. The chapters on the
four different types of essays each explain the structure of each particular essay type,
which feels a little repetitive. However, I realized that it is nearly impossible to put too
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much emphasis on the structure of English writing, especially the importance of the
thesis statement, in any basic English writing class. In that sense, this textbook is a
good introduction to academic English writing for GSC students.

I plan to use the same textbook next year, but several changes should be made to
use it more effectively. First, I plan on utilizing the grammar activities in the latter half
of the textbook and in the appendix more thoroughly. I noticed several common patterns
of grammatical weaknesses in students’ writings this year such as article and subject-
verb agreement, so it would be a good idea to spend more time on that topic. Secondly, I
think more attention should be given to teaching citation style in this class. The idea of
citing other sources and adhering to a particular citation style was a whole new concept
for the students. Some students felt these practices challenging. Since this textbook is
mainly based on the APA style (although it mentions several other styles used in
academic writings), I instructed the students to use the APA style in their research
papers. Furthermore, if there was consistency in citation styles from the first year
through the capstone project, it would cause less confusion among the students.

The other textbook, 21st Century Reading, was newly introduced to GSC English
I this year. I used this textbook mainly for two purposes. First, it provides students with
the models for presentations and public speaking. This textbook was created based on
real TED Talks given by key figures in various fields, including Bono, activist/lead
singer of the rock band U2, and J.J. Abrams, director of Mission' Impossible III and
recent Star Wars installments. By closely analyzing these public talks, students were
able to learn important presentation skills such as speech delivery, the effective use of
visual aids, and the appropriate amount of text to include on presentation slides. Second,
this textbook covers various topics, which are highly relevant to the issues studied
within the GSC. The readings and TED talks in the textbook provided students with
basic information and vocabulary on the subject matter and, more importantly, multiple
angles to analyze these issues critically. Such critical thinking skills acquired from the
reading and listening sessions were exemplified in the joint class skit and debate
activities. Depending on the subjects we will choose for these activities in AY2020, this
textbook or a similar one that provides not only listening and reading materials, but
also GSC-relevant contents would be desirable as an additional textbook.

Challenges and Efforts to Meet Them

As Professors Morrison and Nakamura mention in their AY 2018 FD report, I
also observed that although the students were relatively highly motivated in the
beginning of the course, their motivation seemingly declined because they were
overwhelmed by the amount of work in the GSC in general and the unique course
structure of English I (i.e., meeting four times a week). However, since we added more
joint sessions compared to last year, it seemingly served to sustain student motivation
in this cohort. As per the request from students, we made small working groups for each
activity within each class, which created comradery among students in each class and
even aroused rivalry between Groups A and B. From my eyes, these class dynamics
seemed to contribute to keeping students actively participating in class activities and
encouraged completion of assignments in a timely manner. In addition, there was a gap
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among the students in terms of English abilities and their experiences of using the
language. The students themselves were well aware of this fact because such differences
were quite apparent in class discussions and peer-review sessions. To maintain the
motivation of all students regardless of incoming English ability, one possible solution,
which I employed more actively in the second semester, would be to prepare multiple
criteria to more comprehensively evaluate different abilities and efforts. Several years
are likely needed to adequately assess such possible solutions and adjustments to
overcome the challenges in this course; however, I hope these efforts will contribute to
the overall academic success of students in this program.
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3-2. Applied Linguistics (A 3XFER)

Faculty of Humanities
Professor Jason Hollowell

Applied Linguistics is often described as the practical branch of linguistics through
which scholars and researchers analyze language related issues that occur in the world.
Through this process, a better understanding and heightened sense of awareness of the
multitude of language related issues that exist in the word is developed and proposals
for solutions can be made. In this 2019 section of Applied Linguistics, students explored
a variety of topics of interest together with their peers and subsequently worked to
gather preliminary information from academic research papers and books. With a goal
of identifying a research topic, to be presented upon twice in the first semester, this class
of thirteen students divided themselves into four groups each focused upon a self-
negotiated topic. The four content topics selected in the first semester were: bilingual
education, ASL (American Sign Language), personality shift in second language
speakers, and the impact of L1 (first language) phonology (pronunciation) on L2 (second
language) pronunciation ability. Each group was required to give a preliminary, mid-
term, oral report introducing their topic and summarizing the information they had
been able to gather to that point. Groups then closed out the first semester with a final
presentation summarizing their findings and outlining the research they planned to
conduct in the fall semester. The following are a few highlights from the first semester
final presentations.

The group focusing on bilingual education began by exploring the definition of
bilingualism adopting the rather broad definition, a “person who can use two languages
equally well.” They followed with a discussion of different types of bilingualism
including simultaneous bilingualism, compound bilingualism, and coordinate
bilingualism. While struggling somewhat with the different conceptual frameworks for
bilingualism, they proceeded with an ambitious questionnaire and reported their
findings, obtained from 123 “English proficient” respondents.

The group investigating ASL gave a thorough presentation introducing the history of
American Sign Language and Thomas Gallaudet, the founder of the American School
for the Deaf and location where ASL originated. Following the history briefing, this
group spent some time with the linguistic aspects of ASL, introducing some of its
phonemes represented in hand shapes, locations, movements and orientations. They
also explored lexical and syntactic features of ASL and finished with a broad statement
about the status of ASL users in society today.

With a strong interest in exploring the impact a second language has upon the
personality of its speaker, the third group spent considerable time searching for
research on their topic. They summarized one research report that had surveyed 241
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native Japanese speaking second language English speakers finding that 80% of the
respondents reported a feeling of personality shift when speaking English. The results
of their investigation confirmed their own personal observations of feeling very different
when speaking English compared to how they felt when using Japanese.

Determining how their first language might impact their pronunciation skill in English
was of particular interest for the fourth group and they began their final presentation,
most appropriately, by introducing the concept of linguistic distance. They found that
being in an isolated language family, Japanese did not enjoy similarities with other
languages in the same way that other languages, such as Germanic languages, do. After
introducing and discussion phenomena such as stress-timing versus syllable-timing and
syntactic ordering (SOV vs SVO), this group introduced a small fieldwork experiment
they conducted using an application called Hello talk. While their participant size was
low, they were intrigued to find that respondents from European linguistic backgrounds
reported their English learning process to be relatively easy while those from the
Philippines, Turkey, and Japan reported significant difficulty in learning English.

Seminar classes, under my supervision, are typically administered such that students
receive a maximum of freedom to explore personally motivating topics. Often students
choose to continue, into the fall semester, with the topic they selected in the spring. In
so doing, they are able to further deepen their knowledge and often simultaneously to
conduct a mini-research project. For this second semester of Applied Linguistics seminar,
somewhat surprisingly, all four research groups both reorganized their membership and
also selected new or refined topics for the fall semester. They were: investigating the
impact of bilingualism on the onset timing of dementia, research into textbook design
for second language teaching programs, analyzing the linguistic features and
sociolinguistic nature of advertising texts, researching the underlying causes of and
therapies for stuttering. A brief summary of each project follows.

One of the four research groups in the fall spent considerable time navigating through
extremely high-level academic research papers that summarized research on dementia
and the influence of bilingualism on dementia onset delay. This group’s final
presentation summarized research that points toward some type of correlation between
bilingualism and a delay in dementia onset but they were careful to note that, to date,
the exact relationship between the two is uncertain. From a very detailed explanation
of the amyloid beta plaques present in the brains of Alzheimer’s patients, to a general
call to learn a second language, the presentation was informative and entertaining.

The second group presented on textbook design for English language education in Japan
with the goal of incorporating knowledge about second language education into the
materials with which students have the most sustained contact. This group did an
1impressive job of incorporating Stephen Krashen’s perspectives on language acquisition
into their mock design of a textbook that focused on presenting natural language instead
of prescriptively constructed textbook language.
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The third group gave a final presentation titled “Comparative Studies of Advertisement
in Japanese and English” in which they introduced and highlighted the various
strategies and linguistic techniques used in advertisements to catch consumers’
attention and to persuade them, via the use of linguistic suggestion and manipulation,
of the appeal for their product. They devoted time to interesting research that outlined
differences displayed between advertisements in the U.S., focusing on the individual,
and those in Japan, which placed more emphasis on a collective group.

The final group presentation summarized the unique topic of stuttering with emphasis
upon the neurological underpinnings of stuttering and various medical intervention
methodologies. Famous individuals who have struggled with stuttering were introduced
and methods for overcoming stuttering blocks such as choral speech, shadowing, and
mid-speech alternation were introduced and demonstrated.

The variety of topics selected by students and depth to which they were able to
investigate confirms the efficacy of an approach that can sometimes feel excessively
unstructured and chaotic. Going forward, I hope to be able to continue to successfully
encourage students to proactively search for, critically analyze, succinctly summarize,
and subsequently internalize information available to them as they embark on the path
of becoming lifelong learning members of society.
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