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2-1. About the Parallel Degree Programme (PDP)

Faculty of Economics
Assistant Professor Pedro Franco

About the UoL Economics and Management (BSc) Programme, aka PDP

As Musashi itself defines it, the “Parallel Degree Programme (PDP) of the University of London and
Musashi University aims to educate leaders for the global society through global-standard undergraduate
education taught in English”.

The syllabus is developed by academics at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE),
taught under the auspices of the University of London (UoL), and students are required to pass exams both
set by Musashi and set by the UoL, the latter of which has their exams graded in London, to high standards.
This makes it a demanding course of students, with syllabuses and exams comparable to that of the LSE
(based on my own personal experience) and having content taught completely in English. The UoL itself
offers a good set of resources for the students, especially the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), where
students can have access to study guides, problem sets, past exams and even text books in some cases.

To enter the program, students must first undergo the International Foundation Program (IFP) in their first
year at Musashi, which has minimum requirements in terms of their English skills; thus, I teach students
in their second year at Musashi. The IFP aims to create a solid foundation of the core subjects of the
Bachelor of Science (BSc), in addition to improving their English skills, so that students can be ready to
take on the challenges of the BSc. After which, the BSc itself involves a mixture of Management and
Economic courses, including some quantitative subjects and other, more diverse subjects, such as
International Relations.

Students at Musashi have the opportunity to take a specific BSc, that of Economics and Management. This
BSc aims to provide both a solid understanding of management techniques and theory, as well as other
necessary disciplines, whilst still offering a solid background in Economics. My impression is that the BSc
aims to be flexible so as to allow students the opportunity to both further their studies by doing a Master’s
assuming they do well enough in their exams, but also to provide skills so that they may enter the job
market straight after their studies. Given that the course is taught in English, it should also test and improve

students’ English skills, in addition to their analytical and quantitative skills.

First Year UoL BSc Programme experience in 2018/2019

The timing of the BSc is a bit unorthodox compared to most Japanese courses, due to the UoL exams taking
place in April and May of each year. Thus, what follows deal with both the general course set-up and
specifics stemming from the first term of teaching in Winter term.

Within the context of the UoL programme, I teach two courses, the Introduction to Economics course and
the Mathematics and Statistics I course. These are essentially first year Economics courses, comparable to
what would be taught at the LSE itself. The stated objectives of the Economics course are to introduce
students to the core of economics, whilst also helping them to understand the basic tools used to do most
economics analyses and the conclusions reached.
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As such, it covers the main basic areas of Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. For Micro, this means
Consumer and Firm theory, different types of firm competition, Labour Markets and Welfare. For Macro,
this means Output, Monetary and Fiscal Policy, Inflation, Labour Markets, International Macro and
Economic Growth.

To tackle such a broad range of subjects, I divide my time with students into two parts: lectures and classes.
Lectures consist of presenting the core concepts and models that students need to understand, always
making sure to illustrate how certain problems and questions can be solved/understood by using what I
present in the lecture. Lectures are not meant to be static, on the contrary, I expect and constantly attempt
to get students to engage during lectures, by asking students questions during lectures (using cold calling
and, more frequently, questions open to everyone) and occasionally asking them to solve simple problems
in pairs or by themselves. I stress to students that they should aim to (at least) read the class syllabus before
coming to class; asking questions as I do also aims to incentivise them to do so.

Post-lecture, I then set a problem set which we discuss and solve in the subsequent class. Students are
expected to at least try the problem set before coming to class and, akin to lectures, in most problems I will
either ask students to assist me in solving it as I go along via targeted questions or, more rarely, have a
student solve it. Furthermore, to encourage student preparation and engagement even more, 20% of their
grades depend on class participation, and I actively keep track of which students are contributing
(something I remind my students often). I find that using humour is especially effective at helping students
feel comfortable to attempt to contribute in classes, especially self-depreciating humour?.

I also have quizzes and exams, which are consciously modelled (but are not straight replications) after the
UoL exams themselves, to help students prepare for those; students receive feedback on these. I also hold
two office-hours sessions a week.

This overall structure, of lectures/classes/quizzes/exams is also done for the Maths and Stat course. The
goals of both are for students to learn certain topics of Maths and Statistics so that they can use these tools
in subsequent courses and, particularly for Statistics, more generally. For this purpose, Maths covers
several topics in Calculus, including optimization, as well as Matrices, Sequences and Series, whereas
Statistics has Probability theory, Distributions, Hypothesis testing, Sampling and an introduction to

Regressions. This course should thus also help to develop students analytical and quantitate skills.

Key Challenge

The key challenge for both courses stems from the way students are evaluated. As the syllabus for
economics itself warns “The British education system, possibly more than others, and economics as a
subject, possibly more than others, both emphasise understanding above rote learning (learning by heart).
It is very difficult (if not impossible) to do well in economics examinations simply by rote learning.”
Similarly, students are warned in their math syllabus that “The Examiners want you to get the right answers,
of course, but it is more important that you prove you know what you are doing: that is what is really being
examined. If you have not completely solved a problem, you may still be awarded marks for a partial,
incomplete, or slightly wrong, solution; if you have written down a wrong answer and nothing else, no
marks can be awarded.”

Naturally, both warnings are not unique at university level courses; it is a logical and expected increase in

1 T also encourage students to point out mistakes in my slides and solutions, by offering a small
chocolate as a reward for pointing out any such mistakes.
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the requirement put on students, to demonstrate a deeper understanding, and most courses make similar
requests of their students. However, to emphasize what is written above, for the PDP, even in a quantitative
course and contrary to what happens in other cases, a student may have a wrong answer, but still receive
high marks if they show an excellent grasp of the material; and to even be able to pass exams, much less
to be able to receive top marks, students need to be able to engage with models and tackle problems they
have never seen before; pure memorization will not, in my experience, be sufficient for even that.

The way I teach and structure the course is purposefully designed with this in mind. I find that getting
students, to the maximum extent possible, come prepared to lectures and classes and then having them
engage with the material during class, helps them develop their understanding greatly; this is possible in
part because this term [ had a moderate class size of 18 students. In that respect, the problem sets are key,
as they allow students to both learn-by-doing and also evaluate how much of the content they currently
understand, and what they need to revise. As such, I encourage students to seek out additional problem
sets, be it on the VLE or textbooks. Finally, I also try to make it clear my expectations that they should

come prepared from the very first day and attempt to reinforce this as much as possible.

The 2018-2019 experience so far

As is expected, there were many challenges in teaching these courses so far, mostly along the lines of
previous years. [ would highlight, in particular, two larger issues, and one smaller one.

Although I aim to have as many students as possible contributing during classes, in practice only around 6
students (i.e., 1/3 of the class) would regularly volunteer to do so, although, fortunately, over 50% of
students would be willing to try an answer when directly asked. I also had clear evidence that many of the
students were not coming prepared to lectures or classes, despite my exhortations and incentives to do so;
I estimate that perhaps 50% were coming fully prepared in the start of term, but by the end, only 3-4
students were likely doing so.

In my experience, both these issues are to be expected, and this year I tried a few different things (aside
from the strategies described above, all of which seem to help) to see if they could be mitigated. One thing
was to repeatedly emphasise in class how helpful it was to their learning to come prepared and, indeed, to
occasionally directly ask students who clearly did come prepared to confirm this; I found this was probably
helpful, especially in the start of term. I also tried to use humour this term even more so than previously,
to create a more relaxed atmosphere and make the students more comfortable in responding; I feel this was
helpful throughout the year.

A second issue was dealing with the large amount of content and making sure students had enough support
to cope. For this purpose, I found that having student assistants (consisting of students who have already
passed my course) was helpful, albeit in a targeted fashion, as not many students made use of their
assistance; I will probably emphasise their availability more in the future, as I already do for my office-
hours. I also took things more slowly this term, allowing students more time to digest concepts and models
(and also helping them to come more prepared to classes, in principle); to my surprise, however, I did not
find this to be as useful I expected, my impression being that it had a positive impact, but not a very large
one.

One small, but surprising challenge arose in the beginning of the course, when a student raised the issue,
privately, of them being too shy to be able to tackle questions during classes. This was the first time I was
confronted with this problem; it surprised me, and to deal with it, I reassured that student they would not
be ‘constantly’ called upon, and that their participation grade would reflect their shyness. I then deliberately
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gave them space in the first weeks, allowing them to get more comfortable, before starting to ask them
questions too; by the end, they seemed pretty comfortable in doing so.
I feel I have learned more on how to create engaging environments this year, and hope to be continue to

grow and improve as a teacher.
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2-2. GSC English I - AY2018 FD Report

Faculty of Humanities

Assistant Professor Lindsay Morrison and Lecturer Shinobu Nakamura

GSC English I Experience in AY2018

The GSC English I class is an intensive EAP (English for Academic Purposes) course specifically
designed for first-year students in the Global Studies Course (GSC) at Musashi. The objective of the class
is to strengthen foundational English skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing, from the
specifically “academic” perspective of preparing students for their classes within the English-medium GSC
and during study abroad. The class meets four times a week (Monday through Thursday) in the spring first
quarter and fall semester, with a short-term study abroad program occurring in the spring second quarter.
The class is conducted by the same instructor to the same group of students throughout the entire academic
year. After the GSC selection process in April, students are evenly distributed by English level into two
groups, GSC A and GSC B. The A and B grouping is applicable to compulsory English courses (“GSC
English I”” and “Listening and Notetaking”) in the first year only; from the second year, they are re-sorted
according to their internal English test scores.

For both AY2017 and AY2018, Professor Lindsay Morrison taught the GSC A group and Professor
Shinobu Nakamura instructed the GSC B group. We coordinated on our textbooks, classroom materials,
assignments, and class schedules to ensure that the content would not vary significantly between the two
groups. In AY2017, we used the B1+ level textbook in the Oxford EAP series, but from AY2018, we
decided to focus on building each academic skill individually through a variety of relevant activities and
assignments. For the writing portion of the class, we used level 5 (advanced) of the “Great Writing”
textbook series from National Geographic Learning/Cengage Learning. As evidenced by the textbook
choice, we made the decision to put a heavier emphasis on reading and writing skills this year, as most
assignments in the GSC program consist of extensive reading or written work, and students conceivably
have time to polish speaking and listening skills in their GSC seminar and Listening and Notetaking classes.
We also had students engage in extensive reading through Xreading.com, an online library with more than
800 graded readers, and required them to read a minimum of 500,000 words during the academic year.

This year, we put particular emphasis on the acquisition of research skills; that is, identifying different
kinds of resources (e.g. which items are books, scholarly articles, magazines, newspapers, or internet
sources), eliciting bibliographic information, judging the reliability of a source, conducting independent
research, extracting information from sources and integrating it into written work, writing in-text citations
and works cited pages. Finally, we also taught IELTS test strategies and had students take practice exams

in the classroom.

Challenges and Efforts to Meet Them

Perhaps the greatest challenge of the AY2018 year was the steep increase in class size, from an average
of 12 students per group in AY2017 to 18 students per group. Consequently, it was difficult—if not
impossible—to give students adequate amounts of individual attention and detailed feedback on all of their
assignments. For an EAP class, the student numbers must be kept smaller to ensure quality of instruction.

We believe that capping the incoming cohorts at 30 students, or, alternatively, adding a third teacher to



instruct the GSC English I class is necessary if we wish to adhere to the academic and English goals
initially laid out for students in the program.

Another significant challenge in the AY2018 year was maintaining student motivation. Halfway through
the fall semester, student motivation decreased and the number of absences and “tardies” (students being
late for class) began to climb. A similar phenomenon occurred in AY2017, so this year, we were better
prepared to anticipate and manage this drop-off in student morale. We enforced stricter tardy and absence
policies, which helped to curb truancy, though they did not completely resolve the problem. Additionally,
we attempted to break up the semester with group activities and interactive learning exercises to avoid
student burnout. Still, there was a noticeable difference in student commitment and motivation compared
to the spring first quarter and the first half of the second semester.

Our assumption is that students are simply burning out because of the large number of classes they take,
and the GSC English I class tends to become their lowest priority. The class meets four times a week with
the same instructor (and each class meeting is only worth 1 credit as opposed to 2 for seminars and lectures),
so students perhaps feel that one absence or tardiness a week would pass unnoticed. However, frequent
tardies and absences make managing an EAP class extremely difficult and, as a result, the morale of both
students and instructor declines. In the future, reducing the class meetings to two or three days a week
(with multiple periods in a row), or splitting up the four classes between 2 teachers would be possible ways
to help prevent burnout and encourage students to attend class. More stringent limitations on the number
of classes GSC students can take in the second semester may also prevent students from overloading their
schedules. Finally, coordinating with other GSC teachers to decide on guidelines for first year assignments
(e.g. imposing modest word limits on written work) to prevent disproportionately long or labor-intensive
assignments, or multiple deadlines falling in the same week, might also aid in improving the mental health
of students and ensuring submitted assignments are of a higher quality standard.

Overall, the teaching approach for the GSC English I class for AY2018 focused on the acquisition and
improvement of core academic skills to better prepare students to navigate the English-medium courses of
the GSC program (and potentially, on study abroad programs). Large class sizes and the problem of
declining motivation in the latter half of the second semester, however, remain as issues that need to be

addressed more urgently in AY2019.
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